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Hello Garber Family!!!! 

 

It is with great excitement that I tell you about our 5th Faith In Action Vision Clinic that 

will be held on Saturday, September 19th in the Ministry Center!!!  This is an ALL DAY 

Event that serves 300 - 500 children and adults with eye exams, glasses, blood pressure 

checks, blood sugar checks, and pastoral care.   

 

The reason I am giving you this information sooooo early is that I 

hope you will SAVE THE DATE.  Plus, this is an enormous event 

for Garber to sponsor, and it will take many volunteers to make it 

happen. 

 

DON'T WORRY IF YOU HAVE NEVER DONE THIS BEFORE!!!! 

There are so many areas to help.....set up, food organization, work 

stations (6), medical station, take down/clean-up.  If you have a  

desire to serve, we will have an awesome place for you! 

 

Also, I am asking you to please begin to pray for the FIA Clinic, the 

patients, and the volunteers!!!  With prayer and lots of volunteers, 

we will have another successful FIA Vision Clinic event! 

 

         Thank you, 

         Cathy Doty 

Volunteer Meeting for the  

Faith IN Action Vision Clinic 
 

Wednesday, June 3rd           6:30pm                  Room 123 
 

Come and find out how YOU can be a part of this  

community event!!!!  No experience necessary!!! 



 

Summer Sunday School Begins June 7th! 

Don’t miss out on a fun time this summer learning about  

“13 Very Cool Stories (and Why Jesus Told Them)” 
 

If you are in town, make sure you come to Sunday School for this exciting hour each week!   

Everyone in Kindergarten thru 5th grade will learn about some really great stories from the Bible, 

the people in them, the situations they got into, and why Jesus told us about them.  Each week will 

be filled with games, crafts, and creative storytelling. 
 

If you are in Preschool, you will be doing a fun summer learning about how God Takes Care of Us, 

How God Wants Us to Take Care of Others, and How Jesus Takes Care of Everyone. 
 

Please note:  children will attend the grade just finished.  Promotion Sunday will be Aug. 23.  
 

Parents and friends:  if you would like to help teach the kids this summer so our regular teachers can 

take a break, please contact Mary (mcoleman@garberumc.com) or Laura (laurawilkins02@gmail.com)  

VBS 2015 
July 13th - 17th 

9:00 am - 12:00 noon 
 

Join us for a week of 
fun as we learn how to Conquer  

Challenges with God’s Mighty Power!!! 

 

PRESCHOOL SUMMER  
CAMP 

 

June 23rd - 25th  
July 28th - 30th  

 

9:00 am — 12:00 noon 
 

Each session will be three jam packed days  
of Bible stories, crafts, games,  

outside play, and snacks!!! 

 
 

Adventure Camp 2015 
July 13th – 17th,   9 am  – 12 pm daily 

 

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  
Matthew 19:26 

Join us this Summer in Children’s Ministry!!! 

Registration forms for all summer activities can be found on the Garber website, www.connect2garber.com 

mailto:mcoleman@garberumc.com
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Can you Help out Children’s Ministry??? 

Do you have any  

CAMPING GEAR??? 
 

We need the following items to help  
decorate for  

VBS EVERSEST.  
If you have any of the following items, 

please contact Laura Wilkins at  
laurawilkins02@gmail.com. 

 

 Tents 
 Hiking Backpacks 

 Hiking Shoes 
 Sleeping Bags 

 Ropes and Carabineers 
 Camping Pots and Pans 

 
We will label your items and return  

them as soon as VBS is over.   
 

Thank you in advance!!! 

Come help make 
 

VBS Decorations 
 

Wednesday, June 10 

from 5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
(right after the Wednesday Communion service) 

 

Come join us for an hour of fun!!! 
 

We will have a sample of all the different  

projects we need completed by VBS week!   

Stay and help or take a project home and  

bring it back when you finish.  

 No one is too young or too old to help!   
 

Together we can make VBS a huge success!!! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 
We need YOU this summer to help make VBS and Adventure Camp a HUGE success! 

 Both camps, VBS and Adventure Camp, will be the week of July 13th – 17th. 
  If you are interested and available to help, please contact Laura Wilkins at  

laurawilkins02@gmail.com or call the church office, 637-4022.   
LOTS of volunteers needed...crew leaders, snack helpers, room leaders, and more! 

Come join the fun and help share the love of our God with our Garber children  
and the community! Volunteer sign-up sheets will also be 

available in the Courtyard and Atrium on  
Sundays in June...come sign up! 

 



 MOSAIC NEWS 

MOtivated Seniors Active In Christ 
What a fun trip we had to Morehead and Beaufort on May 5!  We toured Fort Macon, walked on the beach, enjoyed a  

wonderful meal at Clawson’s, walked on the boardwalk, and ended up at the General Store where we visited with  Joeli Banks 

and ate some delicious ice cream.    

 

Thanks to all of our members and others who participated and supported MOSAIC activities during the 2014 - 15 year. We had a 

wonderful time together, enjoyed good food, and became more knowledgeable through our travels and presentations as we    

bonded in Christian love. We were also able to create and share an Advent Reflections Booklet, host an Educational Seminar, and 

spend a “Time Apart” during the Lenten season. 

  

Many lives were touched by our endeavors to reach out to the members of Garber, shut-ins, sick, the community at large and the 

world through our ‘Soup for Seniors” and “Caring with Casseroles” projects, as well as our donations of paper products to      

NOAH, Coastal Women’s Shelter, and Water Oaks Manor Senior Living.  Dolls were made by the “Stitches of Love” ministry to 

go to Africa as well as quilts and various other gifts of love for congregational care.  A love offering donation was given to the 

African Food project and the Hemphill Family Missionary fund. Additionally, we made a donation to Samaritan’s Purse  

Christmas Boxes for shipping, and the NOAH Easter Egg Hunt.  
 

What a wonderful and active year in Christ we have experienced! As we look forward to plans for our fall events and 

those for 2016, please be in prayer for us and all those touched by our MOSAIC group as well as other seniors at Garber. 

What a blessing is Garber Church!  My deepest appreciation for the outpouring of love 

and concern upon the loss of my beloved, Bill.  I’m thankful that Pastor David and my 

friends, Marsha, Denise and Mark were with me to say goodbye.  My family and I were 

filled with gratitude for the many kind words and deeds expressed to us.  Our many 

thanks to the Stephen Ministry for hosting a lovely reception prior to the Memorial 

Service.  The service was a fine tribute to an exceptional man.  I knew he wanted the     

Glory Choir to sing for him as we had been part of the group for many years and  

enjoyed the fun and comradery.  Aside from the numerous volunteer organizations he belonged to or 

supported, he also served in many different capacities during his 34 years as a member of Garber.  Most 

will remember Bill as a gentleman with a ready smile who was warm and compassionate and liked  

interacting with so many fine people.  I’m proud that some of those same attributes live on in our son, 

Will.  We were fortunate to have almost 55 years together, and I will have many wonderful memories to 

draw upon for the rest of my life.  I don’t feel alone as my faith and having the best possible support 

group has given me an inner strength and a sense of peace.  Thank you for honoring Bill and I in such a 

caring way that makes my path ahead an easier one to travel.  May God bless us all, Nickie Henson 



 

The Garber United Methodist Women would like to Thank You. 
Because of the generosity of our congregation, we raised $2,330.42 at our recent bake sale.  

Whether you BAKED or PURCHASED, your gifts will help to meet the needs in our community.  
 

“17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 

Dear Church Family:   

 Your help and encouragement helps to ease some of the overwhelming burden we have  

experienced.  Knowing there are people who care about me and what you have done provides a 

comfort I cannot describe.  I wish many blessings to all of you who have such generous spirits.  

My husband and I cannot thank you enough for all the thoughts, prayers and visits.  I am so 

grateful to have comforting people like all of you in our lives.  I feel truly blessed.  Your  

generosity will help me through my chemo treatments, and we will soon make it back to church. 
 

Ruth Sikes 

Dear Garber:  Thank you so much for all your thoughts, prayers, meals, support and love shown 

to me and my family after my knee surgery.  We truly feel loved by such a kind and generous 

church family.   Love, Susan Donnelly 

Dear Garber members:   

 Bob and I would like to thank you for the outpouring of prayers, love and support  

during Bob’s diagnosis and treatment for cancer.  We enjoyed the daily visits to the mailbox 

to find cards of encouragement.  Your calls and visits were uplifting and always seemed to 

come at a time when we needed them the most.  (That was God’s timing.)   
 

We were also grateful that a member of or congregation, Dr. Chris Taylor, was overseeing his 

care.  Knowing that you are in God’s hands and are being cared for by a Christian man made 

the treatments so much easier.  Thanks be to God the cancer is in remission.  Thank you 

again.  
  

Peace in Christ,   

Kay and Bob Harton 



 

Shhh…  Stephen Ministers at work 
 

 Ministry at Garber is a feast for the senses!   Listen to the joyous sounds of choirs of all ages singing 
and ringing praises to God, or the laughter of Kingswood children sharing and learning the love of Jesus with 
their tutors and other volunteers.  See stacks of canned and boxed foods pile up in the narthex for RCS, or 
Christmas shoeboxes filled with gifts – and love - for children around the world, or beautiful shawls, knitted 
with prayers for healing, draped on the altar rail for blessing. Taste the delicious baked goods that the UMW 
offers to support missions – or the soup and subs that the youth enthusiastically advertise and sell to support 
their work.   We are indeed surrounded by evidence that Garber is the body of Christ - his hands, and feet, 
and heart  -  to the community and to the world.     
 

 Some ministries however are less visible, not open to be heard or seen or tasted.  What are the sounds 
of Stephen Ministry?  Quiet.  Quiet prayers, quiet conversation; two people talking and sharing a cup of    
coffee, sharing a journey.  These conversations and prayers are never shared 
with others. Just two people who invite Christ into their conversation– 
one helping the other to wholeness.  What are the visible signs of Stephen     
Ministry?   Blue name tags identify us as Stephen Ministers, but our care   
receivers are “invisible” – known only to Pastor David and Gail Gardner, 
who match the needs of a care receiver with a Stephen Minister, and God.  
And taste?  We may not make food but we are privileged to share the 
bread and cup, once consecrated, of holy communion with our care re-
ceivers.  Week in, week out throughout the year, we minister to those who need to share their stories, their 
pain, their spiritual walk with someone who will listen compassionately with confidentiality.   
 The blue name tags are the outward sign of a very quiet ministry in an otherwise vibrant community 
of faith – Garber United Methodist Church. 

RCS Volunteers Needed! 
The following opportunities are available at Religious Community Services: 

 

WAREHOUSE 

Need help sorting food, house goods and linens; Monday - Friday  

8am-1pm. Call Sally at (252) 876-1718 for more information. 

 

YARD WORK 

Need help with lawn maintenance, grass, flower beds. Call Sally at 

(252) 876-1718 to make arrangements. 

 

FRONT DESK 

Looking for volunteers to answer phones, greet guests on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 

8am - 10am. Call Roseann at (252) 633-2767 for info. 

 

RCS also now publishes a monthly newsletter via email.  If you are interested in receiving this 

informative publication, please contact RCS at faithatwork@rcsnewbern.com. 

mailto:faithatwork@rcsnewbern.com


 God Moments in Russia…A highlight from a member of this year’s ministry team     
 

 This was my second trip to Russia and somehow it was even better than the first. We were able to 

spend more time at Kovolova, and even though it wasn’t much, it was just enough to create relationships with 

friendly faces to come back to next year.  

 On this trip, we were also able to go to the Ministry Center in Kostroma, and it was amazing. I was 

able to meet many of the graduates from the Kostroma region’s orphanages and their children. Seeing how 

they were able to come from so little and build a life for themselves made my heart happy… 

 And then there was Makariev. Immediately after our arrival to the orphanage, we were able to jump 

right back into the relationships with the kids we grew so attached to last year. I’m sure that in the             

beginning, the four new kids at the orphanage were a bit overwhelmed with our crazy American spirit, but 

soon they, too, were attached, and we were able to build just as strong of bonds with them as we did with our 

old friends.  

 As sponsorship coordinator and close friend to many of the kids at Makariev, it broke my heart to find 

out that 6 of them will be graduating this June, but they all said they would visit at the Ministry Center 

whenever we came back to visit. The look on their faces when they realized we kept our word and returned 

this year was priceless, and it is one of many reasons I cannot wait to go back again.     Mary Bennett Doty 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left to Right- Charlie Doty, Mary B Doty, Lake Hoard, Nick Kirby and Jared Izzo 

Connection Coffee: 
 

If you are new to Garber, our Connect Team invites you to Connection Coffee 

Sunday, July 12 at 9:30am in Room 123 of the Ministry Center.  Come and meet 

the pastors and staff and learn more about the mission and ministry of Garber 

Church. 
 

ACCESS membership class: 

Our next ACCESS membership class will be offered during the month of August on Sunday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

The Garber Mission Committee would like to thank the congregation for their over-

whelming support of the RCS Food Drive!  At least 200 bags FULL of groceries 

went to RCS as a result of your generosity!  And they were so thankful for the much  

needed food!   
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Kingswood notes. . . 
 It’s hard to believe that the Kingswood After School Program has just completed its 21st year of 
ministry at Garber!  Thanks be to God for those folks, who 21 years ago, heard God’s call to establish a 
partnership between our local elementary school (Bangert) and Garber. 
 

 In the 21 years, the program has seen many changes of location, kids, transportation, teachers, and 
volunteers, but one thing that has never changed. . . kids who come to Kingswood find trusted friends and 
mentors, they find acceptance and security in our Garber family, and they find the love of Jesus, Who 
makes it all possible! 
 

 THANKS BE to the 70+ volunteers who made time in their schedules this year to be the hands and 
feet and face of Christ to one of our Kingswood Kids.  We are blessed beyond measure by the folks God 
continues to call to this ministry! 
 

 This year at our end of the year Kingswood  
celebration we were blessed to have a full-circle moment!  
Thanks to the generosity of our sweet Sara and Snook  
Bailey, who asked that memorials after their deaths be  
given to the Kingswood program, we were able to establish 
a Kingswood Alumni Scholarship Fund, so that any child 
who has been in our Kingswood program can receive a 
scholarship to college.  We were so pleased this year to 
award $200.00 scholarships to our first three recipients, 
Desiree Clark, Shantal Hill and Cypress Borden, former 
Kingswood Kids who will be attending college in the fall! 
 

 Thank you, Garber Church, for your continuing and amazing support of the Kingswood Program 
at Garber! 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 


